
 

Leadership Breakfast Brings Women in Banking and Finance to LANES 
   

     

 

The Annual Christmas Dinner and Fashion ShowñA night of Food, Fellowship and Fashion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Leadership Breakfast of the 2010 School year brought together high school 

girls with women in the banking and finance industry on Saturday, September 26, 

2009.  The Leadership Breakfast is a program that is designed to give high school girls 

an opportunity to meet professional women and learn from them their avenues to  

success and perspectives on leadership.     
 

The event began with a breakfast buffet included a group activity and ended with an 

interactive panel discussion.  The guest panelists were Mrs. Sheryl Doctor, with Wells 

Fargo, Ms. Sherry Wynn from Bank of America and Mrs. Tamara Carroll a Budget 

Trainer/Facilitator with the City of Tampa. Each panelist described their current duties 

and shared their career paths.  They also shared their personal motto and answered 

questions from the participants.   
 

Mrs. Doctor, a client associate who handles the banking needs of high wealth people, 

advised the girls to trust God in all that they do. ñSeek God first and allow him to  

direct your paths,ò she added.  Ms. Wynn encouraged the girls to  research all oppor-

tunities in their interested profession.  ñDonôt limit yourself, always be open mindedò 

she said; and Mrs. Carroll encouraged the girls to create a plan.  ñWrite down your 

goals and map out a path to accomplish them.ò  Jade Massey a sophomore participant  

When it comes to fashion, trends come and go. But one thing participants of LANES can count on is 

the annual Christmas Dinner and Fashion Show.  The event has become one of the most anticipated 

events presented by LANES.  Since the beginning of the 2010 school year, the show has been all the 

buzz among LANES girls and it was in this spirit of enthusiasm, excitement, and excellence that this 

yearôs event was executed.  
 

Ms. Gail Brown once again served as the showôs director and producer, Ms. Secily Wilson returned as 

the showôs commentator and Ms. Princess Laws served as the modeling coach.  LANES alumnae 

Samantha Simmons was the eventôs MC and LANES participant Denee Benton entertained the guests 

by singing Christmas carols.  Bryan Nelson, State Representative District 38, attended and provided 

greetings.  ñItôs great to be here and celebrate with the organization. Iôm excited about what LANES 

is doing in our community and wish them the very best.ò said Representative Nelson.   
 

By selecting their own fashions to model and displaying their creativity, the girlsô sense of self shined 

through.  Scenes included Homecoming and Prom Night, where the girls modeled elegant gowns and 

party dresses and Very Berry where they strutted the runway in a variety of purple colored dresses.  

The jeans scene was accessorized by gold glamour and the Toasty but Trendy scene had them dressed 

in winter coats, jackets and boots.  The show culminated with a rousing applause from the audience.  

There are no auditions or requirements for girls to participate in the show.  They must simply be an 8th 

through 12th grade active participant to model, and 6th and 7th grade girls can serve as hostesses and 

greeters.   
 

LANES sincerely appreciate the girls, parents, attendees and supporters of the event.  Without you, 

the show would not be possible.  Thank you also to the staff of the John Bridges Community Center, 

and our alumnae who volunteered at the event.  To view photos from the event log onto 

www.tedhollins.com 

commented, ñI love the leadership breakfasts.  I never thought about the different jobs at a bank before meeting  

Ms. Sherry.  Thereôs more to banking than being a teller.ò  LANES will host two more leadership breakfasts before 

the end of the school year.  All high school girls are encouraged to attend.  The breakfasts are free and the professions 

vary.  To join LANES, register at any high school girls program or event.   

Participants and Alumnae Volunteer at Community Service Projects 
    

 
 

It is well known that providing service of any kind without compensation is a great act 

of selflessness for people of all ages. LANES encourages volunteerism and commu-

nity service and creates opportunities for its participants and alumnae to serve others.   
 

Last August, the girls volunteered at the John Bridges Community Centerôs Back to 

School Fair and Orange County District 6 Commissioner Tiffany Moore Russellôs 

Health and Educational Fair.   At the fairs, they helped distribute school supplies and 

information about LANES to other teen girls.   
 

On October 12th, they served as kit stuffers at the National Association of Health  

Services Executives 24th Annual Educational Conference.  The conference was held 

at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando.  While volunteering at the conference, 

the girls learned a little about the health care industry and met health care executives. 
 

After attending the Friday night high school football game, girls woke up very early 

Saturday morning, October 24 and traveled to the Tangelo Park community to  

participate in the Orange County Neighborhood Services Community Clean Up.  They 

picked up trash throughout the neighborhood and cleaned a vacant field.   
 

Volunteering is a great self esteem booster and can help keep kids from at risk  

behaviors.  With LANES volunteer opportunities, the girls form new friendships and 

learn teamwork.  We believe that volunteerism is also a wonderful way to show high 

school girls the value of hard work and the impact they can have on the community.  

More service projects will be scheduled throughout the 2010 school year.    

 

Middle School Girls Power Hours 

held weekly in Apopka and Pine Hills 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Girls in 6th through 8th grades are invited to attend weekly 

Power Hours hosted by LANES.  The power hours offer self 

esteem building with character development and cover a  

variety of topics.  Girls are given an opportunity to express 

themselves in an adult supervised, structured environment and 

seek answers to some of lifeôs difficult situations. 
 

Girls are also encouraged to join the Expressive Entourage, 

LANESô middle school girls book club.  The club was created 

to enhance its members reading and writing skills and help 

them perform better in their language arts classes.   
 

The power hours are held on Tuesday evenings at the John 

Bridges Community Center in Apopka and Thursday evenings 

at the Pine Hills Community Center in Orlando. They begin at 

6:30 p.m. and end at 8:00 p.m.  Dinner is served at each  

session.  There is no cost to join or attend.       

 

Alumnae Update * Class of 2008 

Since arriving at the University, Courtney has participated in 

several service projects for the Coalition for the Homeless of 

Central Florida and the March of Dimes Florida Chapter.  

She is also an active volunteer at LANES.  Since graduating 

high school, she returns to Apopka and works backstage at 

the annual Fashion Show and serves at the high school girls 

Saturday summits.  ñLANES is a great organization and gave 

me many opportunities and memories.ò  I enjoy coming back 

and building friendships with the current girls.ò  
 

Courtney is expected to complete her undergraduate studies 

in 2011 but plans to continue until she obtains a Doctorate 

degree.  She hopes to one day open a homeless shelter.   
 

When sheôs not studying, sheôs spending time with her room-

mates.  She enjoys cooking and traveling.  

Courtney Johnson is the 2008 Evelyn Pitts  

Dallas Memorial Scholarship recipient.  While a 

student at Robert Hungerford Preparatory High 

School, she was dual enrolled and completed 

several college courses.  Today, she is a Junior 

at the University of Central Florida majoring in 

Exceptional Education and English.   



If you believe in the mission of LANES and are looking for 

a way to help us achieve that mission, consider becoming a 

sponsor of the next edition of  The Pathway.  Your contribution 

will help make it possible for LANES to continue its  

programs in Central Florida.   

Please call:  (407) 299-5464 or Email: contactus@lanestg.org 

 

LANES gratefully acknowledge its newsletter sponsors 

LANES Teenage Girls, Inc. 

PO Box 609087 

Orlando, FL  32860 
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The Newsletter of LANES                                                                          Jackie Benton, Editor 

 

The Board of Directors and Volunteers of LANES wish you 

a happy, healthy and prosperous 2010! 
 

Save the DateðSaturday, May 15, 2010 

6th Annual Mother & Daughter Scholarship Luncheon 
 

The mission of LANES is to mentor teenage girls and help develop their character and skills to become responsible, productive young women.   

LANES is an IRS approved 501C3 not for profit organization.  LANES does not have paid staff, 100% of donations are used for programs. 
 

 

Loving Assisting Nurturing Educating and Supporting Teenage Girls, Inc. 
PO Box 609087ðOrlando, FL  32860ð(407) 299-5464ðwww.lanestg.org 

Frequently Asked Questions about LANES 
 

    Who can join and participate in LANES programs? 

 Girls in 6thð12th grade 
 

    Does LANES have membership dues or qualifications? 

 No, the only requirement is to be a teenage girl 
      

    How is LANES funded? 

 By individual donors and corporate sponsorships 
 

    Where does LANES host its programs? 

 ApopkaðJohn Bridges Community Center 

 OrlandoðPine Hills Community Center 
 

    What programs are offered by LANES? 

 Middle School Girls Weekly Power Hour 

 Middle School Girls Book Club 

 High School Girls Saturday Summit 

 High School Girls Leadership Breakfast 

 Seniors Only Club (12th grade girls only) 

 SoFresh Club (9th and 10th grade girls only) 

 Annual out-of-town Spring Trip 

 Annual Christmas Dinner and Fashion Show 

 Annual Mother & Daughter Scholarship Luncheon 
  

    Who is Evelyn Pitts Dallas? 

 The late Evelyn Pitts Dallas is the mother of  

 LANES founder and director.   
 

    How can I support LANES? 

 Encourage a teen girl to join 

 Make a financial donation 

 Volunteer at a program or special event 


