
 

Alumnae UpdateðClass of 2007 

Amber Beard 
   

    In August 2007 Amber Beard left Apopka, Florida and headed to Baton Rouge, Louisiana in pursuit  

    of a Bachelorôs degree from Southern University and A&M College.  Two years later, Amber is a   

    sophomore elementary education major.  She is currently completing field experience and is a reading  

    tutor at Southern University Laboratory School. She also works part time at a local day-care center.   

 

    In addition to Amberôs academic success, she has a heart for service. She is a member of the on- 

    campus organization Association of Women Students where she coordinates workshops and events  

    for freshman girls.  Off-campus, she is involved in Up ótil Dawn, a program that unites students  

    and staff from all walks of campus life with the goal to end childhood cancer and raise awareness  

    and support for St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital.  Upon graduation she hopes to become an  

    elementary school teacher.  ñBy being a part of LANES I learned that having determination, will  

                                           power, and faith in God will help you reach the goals youôve set even though there are times when  

      it seems impossible.ò 

 

Alumnae Tiffany Nealy Shares Her Spring Trip Experience 

For the first time in its history, LANESô alumnae were invited back to attend the spring trip.  I accepted  

the invitation and was excited to meet the current participants. The destination was Nashville and  

Memphis, Tennessee.  With 37 girls, 4 alumnae and 11 chaperones the bus was full, and I was ready! 
 

In route to Tennessee, we stopped in Gainesville and toured the University of Florida where sophomores 

Kayla Morse and Serenitye Massey served as tour guides.  They did a wonderful job showing us around 

their beautiful campus.  Kayla and Serenitye, both alumnae of LANES, encouraged the girls to do their 

very best in school.  ñItôs hard to get here and itôs hard to stay hereò said Kayla.  I concurred with that 

statement and shared more about college classes during the ride to Tennessee.   
 

Upon arriving in Nashville, we visited two more schools; Fisk University and Tennessee State University 

(TSU).  At Fisk, an admissions counselor gave us a great information session about academics, and student 

life.  We had the pleasure of meeting Miss Fisk, (2009-2010) Kandace Harris and four of the Fisk Jubilee 

Singers.  What I appreciated most about the visit, was the campus tour.  The buildings and the jubilee sing-

ers were reminders of the rich history of the university.  At TSU, the girls experienced dining as a college 

student in the university cafeteria and also attended a session with the President of the TSU Student Government Association. 
    

To me, the best part of the four day trip was the visit to the Lorraine Motel and National Civil Rights Museum.  The museum  

chronicles key episodes of the civil rights movement and is full of exhibits and collections.  Our tour guide made history come to life!  

We toured the room where Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated and the rooming house where the assassin stayed on the 

day of the assassination.  Being able to stand in those rooms was very touching and moving.   
 

On the final day in Memphis, we spent the evening at the Orpheum Theater and saw the off Broadway musical The Color Purple.  
After the play, we participated in a ñchat backò arranged just for us to meet the cast.  This was another testament to my belief that at 

LANES you are always treated special and given extraordinary opportunities.    
 

The spring break trip is an experience that you take with you for life.  I am grateful to have participated while in high school and even 

more grateful to participate as a young woman.  I will continue to lead by example and give back to the organization.  I hope my    

attendance on the trip left a positive impact on the girls, Iôm looking forward to more trips and involvement in the years to come.                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Tiffany is a public relations student at Florida A&M University in Tallahassee.  She is a member of the FAMU debate team and PRodigy, a student 

run public relations firm.  She was the 2005 recipient of the Evelyn Pitts Dallas Memorial Scholarship sponsored by LANES.   

 

Leadership Breakfast Brings Women in Engineering to LANES 
 

 
High school girls came together for another Leadership Breakfast on Saturday, January 31st.  

The program was created to bring women in a particular industry together with LANES partici-

pants to give them an understanding of their field and insight into their profession.   

 

The event began with a breakfast buffet and followed with an interactive panel discussion.  The 

panel guests were Ms. Tamara Williams a student at the University of South Florida majoring 

in industrial engineering, Ms. Sheila White and Mrs. Carla Bell Johnson both civil engineers.   

 

During the panel discussion, Ms. Sheila advised the girls to develop self discipline and set rules 

to govern themselves.  Mrs. Carla discussed her journey to management with Orange County 

Government Growth Management division and encouraged the girls to set goals and roadmaps 

for success.  ñEven though you may veer or change your plan, everything you encounter is  

relevant to your path to successò she said.  Tamara challenged the girls to take advanced math 

and science classes in high school.  ñThese classes will better prepare you for college,ò said 

Tamara.  ñThings may get tough and difficult days may come, but donôt give up.ò she added.  

She shared some of her ñcollege lifeò stories and distributed brochures and information about 

her university.  The girls also had an opportunity to ask each of the panel guests questions about 

the field of engineering and what they enjoyed most about their jobs.  ñI enjoyed the breakfast.  

very much.  At LANES weôre always meeting new people and learning about different fields.  It 
helps you decide what area you may or may not do well in.ò  said Jade Massey, a freshman at 

Wekiva High school.    

 

LANES will host more events focusing on leadership skills during the 2009-2010 school year.  

The events are free and include breakfast, lunch or dinner.  All high school girls are invited to 

attend.   

 

 

 
 

Congratulations 2009 High School Seniors 

We are proud of you! 
 

Kyandrea McKnight * Shakura Knowles * Lauren Dakers  

Rijon Thrash * Samantha Dunn * Shaelisa LaSaine 
 

Join us as we honor our high school seniors and celebrate their achievements! 
 

5th Annual Mother & Daughter Scholarship Luncheon 
Awarding the Evelyn Pitts Dallas Memorial Scholarship 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2009ð11:30 am 

Sheraton Orlando North Hotel  

600 North Lake Destiny DriveðMaitland, FL  32751 
 

Suggested donation:  $25 per person  
 

Luncheon Speaker 

Minister Susan Williams 

St. John Missionary Baptist ChurchðPanama City, FL 
 

Women, men and children of all ages welcome. 

Church/dressy attire please 

 

Heart of Florida United Way 
 
     LANES is an approved non-member Heart of Florida United Way agency.   If your employer participates in an Employee Workplace 

     Campaign, you can choose LANES as the designated agency to receive your United Way contribution.   
 

     LANESô agency code is 2636348.  You will need to list the agency name (LANES Teenage Girls) and our address (PO Box 609087,  

     Orlando 32860).  Please consider LANES when giving to the Heart of Florida United Way.    

 
 

 



 

If you believe in the mission of LANES and are 

looking for a way to help us achieve that mission, 

consider becoming a sponsor of the next edition of  

The Pathway.   
 

Your contribution will make it possible for LANES to 

continue its programs in Central Florida. 
 

Please call:  (407) 299-5464 or  

Email: contactus@lanestg.org 

 

LANES gratefully acknowledges its newsletter sponsors 

LANES Teenage Girls, Inc. 

PO Box 609087 

Orlando, FL  32860 
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LANES...Fuel for your future!     
 

 
 

 
The mission of LANES is to mentor teenage girls and help develop their character and skills to become responsible, productive young women.   

LANES is an IRS approved 501C3 not for profit organization.  LANES does not have paid staff, 100% of donations are used for programs. 
 

 

Loving Assisting Nurturing Educating and Supporting Teenage Girls, Inc. 
PO Box 609087ðOrlando, FL  32860ð(407) 299-5464ðwww.lanestg.org 

 

Save the Dates 
 

 
September 2008ðMay 2009 

Middle School Girls Power Hoursð6:30 p.m.  

Every TuesdayðJohn Bridges Community Center, Apopka 

Every ThursdayðPine Hills Community Center, Orlando 
 

High School Girls Saturday Summitð11:30 a.m.  

Date and Location varies 
 

SoFresh Clubð6:30 p.m. 
9th and 10th grade girls only  

4th Tuesday of each month 

John Bridges Community Center, Apopka 

 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2009ð11:30 a.m.  

Mother & Daughter Scholarship Luncheon 

Sheraton Orlando North 

 

 
June 2009 ð August 2009 

Summer Break 

 

 

September 8-12, 2009 

Power Hours Kickoff Week 

 

Frequently Asked Questions about LANES 
 

    Who can join and participate in LANES programs? 

 Girls in 6thð12th grade 
 

    Does LANES have membership dues or qualifications? 

 No, the only requirement is to be a teenage girl 
 

    How is LANES funded?     

 By individual donors and corporate sponsorships 
 

    Where does LANES host its programs 

 ApopkaðJohn Bridges Community Center 

 OrlandoðPine Hills Community Center 
 

    What programs are offered by LANES? 

 Middle School Girls Weekly Power Hour 

 Middle School Girls Book Club 

 High School Girls Saturday Summit 

 High School Girls Leadership Breakfast 

 Seniors Only Club (12th grade girls only) 

 SoFresh Club (9th and 10th grade girls only) 

 Annual out-of-town Spring Trip 

 Annual Christmas Dinner and Fashion Show 

 Annual Mother & Daughter Scholarship Luncheon 
  

    Who is Evelyn Pitts Dallas? 

 The late Evelyn Pitts Dallas is the mother of  

 LANES founder and director.   
 

    How can I support LANES? 

 Encourage a teen girl to join 

 Make a financial donation 

 Volunteer at a Power Hour 


